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Abstract—In this paper, a new load frequency control (LFC) for
multi-area power systems is developed based on the direct–indi-
rect adaptive fuzzy control technique. LFCs for each area are de-
signed based on availability of frequency deviation of each area
and tie-line power deviation between areas. The fuzzy logic system
approximation capabilities are exploited to develop suitable adap-
tive control law and parameter update algorithms for unknown
interconnected LFC areas. An tracking performance crite-
rion is introduced to minimize the approximation errors and the
external disturbance effects. The proposed controller guarantees
stability of the overall closed-loop system. Simulation results for
a real three-area power system prove the effectiveness of the pro-
posed LFC and show its superiority over a classical PID controller
and a type-2 fuzzy controller.

Index Terms—Adaptive control, adaptive fuzzy control, fuzzy
approximation, GDB, GRC, load frequency control (LFC),
multi-area.

NOMENCLATURE

Variable Definition

Frequency deviation.

Mechanical power deviation of gas turbine.

Governor (gas turbine) power deviation.

Mechanical power deviation of steam turbine.

Power deviation in steam reheater.

Governor (steam turbine) power deviation.

Deviation in net tie-line power.

Load damping coefficient.

Reheater gain.

Inertia constant.
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Governor speed regulation.

Gas Turbine time constant.

Governor time constant.

Steam Turbine time constant.

Governor time constant.

Reheater time constant.

Synchronizing power coefficient.

I. INTRODUCTION

C LASSICAL control techniques of power systems are
based on mathematical models. These techniques have

difficulties in achieving the control objectives in the presence
of uncertainties, changing of operating points under which the
mathematical model is derived, and worn out of system com-
ponents. In order to overcome these limitations, applications of
intelligent technologies such as fuzzy systems, artificial neural
networks, and genetic algorithms have been investigated. In the
last two decades, applications of such intelligent techniques to
various aspects of power systems, such as operation, planning,
control, and management have witnessed increasing attention
[1].
The load frequency control (LFC) of a multi-area power

system is the mechanism that balances between power gen-
eration and the demand regardless of the load fluctuations to
maintain the frequency deviations within acceptable limits. The
basic means of controlling prime-mover power to match vari-
ations in system load is through control of the load reference
set-points of selected generating units [2].
Various types of LFC schemes have been developed recently

(see [3]–[6] and references therein). A survey of different
control schemes of LFC and strategies of automatic generation
control (AGC) can be found in [7], [8]. A unified PID LFC
controller tuning using internal model control is presented in
[8]. A new systematic tuning method with a new structure to
design a robust PID load frequency controller for multimachine
power systems based on maximum peak resonance specifi-
cation is presented in [10]. Based on the active disturbance
rejection control concept, a robust decentralized LFC scheme
is proposed in [11] for an interconnected three-area power
system. A decentralized LFC synthesis is formulated in [12]
as an -control problem and solved using an iterative linear
matrix inequalities algorithm to design robust PI controllers
in the multi-area power systems. The simultaneous presence
of system nonlinearities such as governor dead band (GDB)
and generation rate constraint (GRC) deteriorate the LFC
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system performance [13]. This problem has been dealt with
by considering known saturation nonlinearity for GRC and
known dead band for the GDB [13], [14]. Implementation of
the aforementioned LFC requires accurate information about
the control area parameters, which are usually imprecisely
modeled or varying due to wearing out of the components or
due to changing of operating points. Moreover, the GRC and
GDB nonlinearities have to be exactly known.
In the past decade, different adaptive fuzzy logic LFC

techniques have been developed (e.g., [16]–[22]). An adaptive
fuzzy gain scheduling scheme for conventional PI and optimal
load frequency controllers has been proposed in [16] where a
Sugeno type fuzzy inference system is used to find the gains
of fuzzy controller based on scheduling the controller gains
for different operating conditions. A control scheme based on
artificial neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS) is proposed
in [17] to optimize and update the control gains for automatic
generation control (AGC) according to load variations. A fuzzy
system is used in [18] to determine adaptively the proper gains
of a PI controller according to the area-control error and its
change for LFC. The LFC for power system subject to non-
linearities in valve position limits and parametric uncertainties
is developed using Takagi-Sugeno (T-S) fuzzy system [21].
The work in [22] proposed a fuzzy PI LFC where a genetic
algorithm and particle swarm optimization are incorporated
to ease the controller design. The aforementioned results and
most of the adaptive fuzzy logic LFC schemes available in
the literature are based on availability of if-then rules for the
control actions or on T-S modeling of the power system.
The approximation capabilities of the fuzzy logic systems

[23] are exploited in the present work to design an adaptive
fuzzy logic LFC. An approximation-based adaptive fuzzy
logic control scheme is developed for LFC of a multi-area
power system. The multi-area power system under study has
the characterizations of unknown parameters (due to wearing
out of components or variation of operating points), unknown
interconnection among subsystems (due to unknown or vari-
ations in synchronizing power coefficients), and unknown
nonlinearities. In the controller design, fuzzy logic systems are
used to construct the control law. The proposed controller of
each area depends on the local states, namely, the frequency
and tie-line power deviations and the tracking error. The key
idea is to utilize the fuzzy logic systems to develop a control
law capable to achieve the LFC objectives and ensure global
stability of the overall closed-loop system in the presence of
unknown system parameters and unknown nonlinearities. The
proposed controller consists of three parts, namely, a primary
control, an auxiliary control, and a third term introduced to
approximate the unknown interconnections among subsystems
and the unknown nonlinearities. The auxiliary control is incor-
porated to attenuate the effects of the approximation errors, and
the external disturbances in an sense.
The main contributions of this paper can be summarized as

follows: 1) the proposed controller can achieve the LFC objec-
tives in the presence of unknown parameters and nonlineari-
ties; 2) by introducing an auxiliary control part to satisfy the

tracking performance, the controller achieves nearly per-
fect tracking for both the frequency and tie-line power devia-
tions; 3) the controller does not rely on the availability of if–then
fuzzy rules; and 4) to the best of the authors’ knowledge, to date,
no attempt has been made in designing LFC using direct-indi-
rect adaptive fuzzy logic control technique with consideration
of GRC and GDB as unknown nonlinearities.
The paper is organized as follows. The Introduction is given

in Section I, and the dynamic model of the multi-area power
system is presented in Section II. The proposed direct–indirect
adaptive fuzzy logic control design and closed-loop stability
are highlighted in Sections III and IV, respectively. Simulation
results of the proposed controller applied to a real three-area
power system are provided in Section V along with comparison
with the classical PID and type-2 fuzzy controller. The conclu-
sion is given in Section VI.

II. DYNAMIC MODEL OF A MULTI-AREA POWER SYSTEM

Consider a power system consisting of LFC areas, each
area has a number of generators. All generators in one area are
simplified as an equivalent generator unit [2]. Moreover, each
area is assumed to have a number of gas turbines of simple
cycle and combined cycle types and a number of steam tur-
bines of reheat type. Without loss of generality, it is assumed
that the controller to be proposed is installed to the gas tur-
bines while the steam turbines have no control on the reference
set-point. The nonlinearities of the GRC and the GDB are incor-
porated in the model as nonlinear functions ,
and , respectively. The block diagram of the th LFC
area in a multi-area system is shown in Fig. 1. The dynamic
model of each area can be written as [24]

(1)

(2)

where the control area matrices are given by

and and , shown at the bottom of the following page.
and is the change in
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Fig. 1. Dynamic model of the th area in a multi-area power system

reference set-point of the steam turbine (assumed zero), is
the load change, , and .
The parameters of each control area, the tie-line power

between each area, and the functions and are
assumed unknown. To facilitate the design of a local adaptive
fuzzy controller, model (1) is transformed to the controller
canonical from as

(3)

(4)

where , , ,
, , , and is

the similarity transformation matrix [25]. Equation (3) can be
written in the following form:

(5)

where accounts for the
interconnections between the th area and other areas
[26], and

represent the GRC and GDB nonlinear-
ities, represents the load disturbance
terms, and the vector is the composite state
vector. The th isolated and undisturbed LFC area of the model
(5) without consideration of GDB and GRC nonlinearities is
given by

(6)

where the transformed matrices , and have the forms
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The entries of the last row of denoted by ,
, and , are negative and dependent on system

parameters. The transfer function of (6) is given by

(7)

Upon repetitive differentiation of (4) and using (6) until the
input appears, one can obtain

(8)

where and
, . Equation (8) indicates that the

relative degree of each subsystem is 3. This means that its zero
dynamics is of order 4. In fact the poles of reciprocal of the
polynomial represents the zero dynamics which is stable
provided that , . If the parameters of sub-
system (4) and (6) are precisely known, the ideal local control
can be written as

(9)

where is a reference signal, assumed to have bounded deriva-
tives (up to 3). The control law (9) will force the error vector

to converge to zero where pro-
vided is chosen such that all of the roots
of the characteristic equation are
in the open left half of the S-plane

III. PROPOSED ADAPTIVE FUZZY LOGIC LFC

In this paper adaptive fuzzy logic control (AFLC) is used
to design the LFC. Generally speaking, the AFLC schemes are
classified as direct and indirect [23]. In the direct adaptive fuzzy
logic control (DAFLC), a fuzzy logic system is used to gen-
erate the control signal whereas in the indirect adaptive fuzzy
logic control (IAFLC), a fuzzy logic system is used to approxi-
mate unknown functions of the plant. A direct–indirect adaptive
fuzzy logic LFC is proposed where fuzzy logic systems are em-
ployed for each area to construct the primary control part and
to approximate the unknown interconnection terms and the un-
known nonlinearities due to GDB and GRC. The controller pa-
rameters are updated to reduce the error between the subsystem
output and a given reference signal.
To develop a direct-indirect adaptive fuzzy logic control

(DIAFLC), a fuzzy system having a center-average defuzzifier,
product inference, and singleton fuzzifier is considered. This
type of fuzzy logic system is given by

(10)

where is the number of fuzzy if–then rules having the
form: if is , is , and is , then is for

, where and are fuzzy sets with member-
ship functions and , respectively, and is the linguistic
variable which can be considered as output of the fuzzy logic
system. The parameter is the point at which achieves

its maximum value where . Equation (10) can be
rewritten in terms of the fuzzy basis functions (FBF)

(11)

as

(12)

where is a vector of adjustable parameters
and .
In the presence of unknown subsystem parameters and un-

known nonlinear functions, a local DIAFLC is designed as [26]

(13)

where is the primary control, is an attenuation
control term introduced to achieve an tracking performance
[28], [29], and
represents the fuzzy approximations of unknown interconnec-
tions and unknown nonlinear functions of GDB and GRC.
The fuzzy system (12) is used to determine the primary con-

trol and the fuzzy approximations as

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

where ,
, ,

, and , , and
are FBF in the form of (11) and the vectors ,

, , and
are the vectors of adjustable parameters

whose updating laws are to be determined later.
Define the following minimum approximation errors:

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

where , , , and are the optimum values of the adaptive
parameter vectors defined by

and the sets , , , and denote the desired bounds of
the parameters , , , and , respectively, and is the
controllability region [23].
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IV. CLOSED-LOOP STABILITY ANALYSIS

Closed-loop stability of the interconnected and disturbed
subsystem dynamics in the presence of GRC and GDB
nonlinearities is studied in this section. Using (4) and (5), it
is straightforward to write the third derivative of the output of
each subsystem as

(22)

where .
Substituting (13) into (22) and adding and subtracting

, we obtain

(23)

Equation (23) in state space form will be

(24)

where .

Upon substituting (14)–(17) in (24), the following error equa-
tion is obtained:

(25)

where , , ,
and are the parameter errors and

denotes the fuzzy approximation
error and the external disturbance.
The effect of the term on the tracking performance can

be attenuated by the auxiliary control . Therefore, the control
design problem is to find adaptive laws for the parameter vectors
, , , , and in order to achieve the following

tracking performance [28], [29]:

(26)

for positive definite symmetric matrices , , positive param-
eters , and a desired attenuation level .

In order to study the closed-loop stability of the overall
system, the following positive definite Lyapunov function is
considered:

(27)

where . The time derivative of along
the trajectory (25) is determined as

(28)

where ,
,

, and
.

If the updating laws for the parameter vectors are chosen as

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

then the terms , , vanish, and (28) becomes

(33)

Now, if the auxiliary control is chosen as

(34)

then (33) becomes

(35)

where is the solution of the following Riccati-like equation:

(36)

for .
Assumption: There exists a constant , such that

, where .
Theorem: For each interconnected and disturbed LFC area

(5), the proposed DIAFLC given by (13)–(17) and (34) along
with the adaptation laws (29)–(32) ensures that the tracking
error and the parameter error of the closed-loop LFC area are
bounded and achieves the tracking performance (26) with
desired attenuation level.

Proof: Equation (35) can be rewritten as

(37)
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Fig. 2. Three-area system.

TABLE I
SYSTEM PARAMETERS

where . Using the fact that the
last term of (37) is negative, then it becomes

(38)

Integrating (38) from 0 to , we obtain

(39)

Since , inequality (39) implies that

(40)

This equation is the tracking performance with desired at-
tenuation level given by (26). Moreover, the boundedness of the
tracking error and the approximation errors can be shown from
(39) which can be rewritten as

(41)

Using the above assumption, (41) becomes

(42)

This implies that and are all bounded for .

TABLE II
CONTROLLER PARAMETERS

TABLE III
IF–THEN RULES FOR THE TYPE-2 FUZZY CONTROLLER

Fig. 3. Frequency deviation in area-1 (case I-A).

Fig. 4. Tie-line power deviation to area-1 (case I-A).

Now consider the composite system Lyapunov function
candidate and denoting ,

, , and , one can
write for the composite system the following inequality:

(43)

from which one concludes that the overall system tracking error
is contained in a bounded set defined by

where is the real part of the
eigenvalues of with minimum magnitude. This concludes the
proof.
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Fig. 5. Frequency deviation in area-1 (case I-B).

Fig. 6. Tie-line power deviation to area-1 (case I-B).

Fig. 7. Frequency deviation in area-1 (case II-A).

Fig. 8. Tie-line power deviations to area-1 (case II-A).

V. SIMULATION RESULTS

A real three-area interconnected power system existing in the
gulf region is considered as a simulation example to investigate
the effectiveness of the proposed DIAFLC given by (13)–(17),
(29)–(32), and (34). The three-area system is shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 9. Frequency deviation in area-1 (case II-B).

Fig. 10. Tie-line power deviations to area-1 (case II-B).

Fig. 11. Actual and approximated value of synchronizing power.

Fig. 12. Actual (off-nominal 50%) and approximated value of synchronizing
power coefficients .

Area-1 has 49 gas turbine-machines and seven steam tur-
bine-machines while area-2 has 48 gas turbine-machines and
40 steam turbine machines. Area-3 has 28 gas turbine-machines
only. The system parameters are given in Table I. Five Gaussian
membership functions are chosen for the frequency and the
tie-line power deviations in each area. It is assumed that no
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TABLE IV
PERFORMANCE COMPARISON BETWEEN THE DIAFLC, TYPE-2 FUZZY, AND PID CONTROLLERS

fuzzy control rules are available for the proposed DIAFLC.
Comparisons between simulation results of the proposed con-
troller and those of a PID classical controller, designed using
Ziegler-Nichols method, and a type-2 fuzzy decentralized LFC
(Type-2 Fuzzy) [30] are carried out in the presence of GRC and
GDB. The parameters of the proposed DIAFLC and the PID
controller are tabulated in Table II and the “If-then” rules for
the Type-2 fuzzy controller are given in Table III.
Two different simulation cases are considered. In case I, the

nominal parameters of the system are used, and two simulation
tests are carried out, namely, a load disturbance of 300 MW
(0.3 p,u,) is assumed to take place in area-1 (case I-A) and load
disturbances of 0.3, 0.1, and 0.01 p.u. are assumed to occur in
areas 1, 2, and 3, respectively (case I-B). The off-nominal pa-
rameters are considered in case II. In this case, two simulation
sets of results are obtained. In the first set a mismatch of 50%
in both the inertia constant and load damping coefficient is as-
sumed [31] (case II-A). The second set where the tie-line syn-
chronizing power coefficient has amismatch of 50% [12] is con-
sidered (case II-B). Simulation results of the frequency and the
tie-line power deviations of area 1 for case I-A are shown in
Figs. 3 and 4. Frequency and tie-line power deviations of area
1 for case I-B are shown in Figs. 5 and 6. Simulation results for
cases II-A and II-B are given in Figs. 7–10, respectively. The
approximated value of the interconnection terms
for the nominal and off-nominal cases are shown in Figs. 11 and
12, respectively.
A summary of simulation performance in terms of the

steady-state and maximum overshoot of
frequency deviation for area 1 and the steady-state
and maximum overshoot of tie-line power devi-
ation for area 1 of the three controllers is shown in Table IV.
As another performance measure, the integral of time-weighted
absolute error (ITAE) defined as , where is
the final simulation time, is evaluated for the three controllers,
and the results are shown in Table V. In the presence of pa-
rameters mismatch, the type-2 fuzzy and PID controllers show
nonzero steady-state frequency and tie-line power deviations
while the proposed controller shows zero steady state devia-
tions. Moreover, the ITAE performance index is much smaller
for the proposed controller as compared with the other two.
It is clear that the proposed controller achieves the LFC ob-

jectives even in the presence of parameter uncertainties and
unknown saturation and dead band of GRC and GDB. It is
worth-noting to mention that the advantage of the proposed con-
troller is that it does not need any set of “if-then” rules in contrast
to the type-2 fuzzy controller and it can cope with parameter
variation and the unknown nonlinearities. However, from the
comparison table, and of the proposed

TABLE V
ITAE PERFORMANCE INDEX

controller is higher than those of the PID and Type-2 Fuzzy
controllers.

VI. CONCLUSION

The paper presents a new load frequency controller for
multi-area power system having unknown parameters. The
proposed controller is developed using DIAFLC technique.
Four fuzzy logic systems with center average defuzzifier and
singleton fuzzifier are used to design the primary control signal,
to approximate the unknown functions of the GRC and GDB
nonlinearities and to approximate the unknown interconnec-
tions. An auxiliary control signal is designed to compensate for
the fuzzy approximation errors and to achieve an tracking
performance. A composite Lyapunov function is used to show
the boundedness of the closed-loop system tracking error. A
realistic three-area power system is used as a validation ex-
ample. Simulation results show that the developed DIAFLC is
able to achieve the LFC objectives in terms of zero steady-state
frequency and tie-line deviations. Superiority of the developed
DIAFLC over a Type-2 fuzzy and a classical PID controller is
illustrated.
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